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METHOD OF REFERRAL AND AREAS OF RESPONSIBILITY

IN CASES OF UNSUITABILITY

In the handling of cases of unsultability the role and area of responsil-
bility both of OMS and the command components must be well defined, explicit,

and understood.

It is not the physiclan's responsibility to exawine, render an opinion,
or to advige, except in response to an eppropriate and legslly valid request

therefor.

In response to such a request, the physiclan's responsibility is only
to examine, render an opinion, and to advise., It 1s not the physician's
responsibility to tske any further actlon. A clear dlstinetion must he
made between advising action and teking ection. It 1s the responsibility
of those advised to take or reject the physician'é medical advice. Rendering
gn opinion and advising a course of sction are not the same as teking that

course of action.

The administrative commend has ite area of responsibility, which likew

wise must be sharply defined, clearly explicit, and understood.

However closely these two areas of responsibllity may approach each
other, the boundary line between them must remain sharply defined and mutuslly

recognized.

A visusel ald may be useful in clarifying the concept.
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COMMAND

ous

Requests medical exami-
netions, opinions and advice
in medical matters. Retains
responeibllity for teking

action, considering, but ine
dependently of, medical
advice,

In response to approprid
ate and legal requests,
conducts examinations and
renders medical opinions

and advice to Subject and
to appropriate command
guthorities.

In cases of unsultability the interaction may be similsrly visuallzed:

COMMAND
Requests medlcal

L .

A opinion and advice in re-
gerd to fitness or suitaw
bility -

Provides medical opinion N Tekes any subseguent
and recommendation and r administrative action on
reasons therefor own Judgment
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The referral for medical evaluation lies within the area or command
responslbility. The precise mechanism of it needs to be explicated in
detail, thoroughly understood by both the Command and Medical persomnel

involved, and, of course, strictly observed in all cases.

The aduinistrative details of the proper method of referral need to
be worked out in close collaborstion between medical and commend authori-
ties. At a minimum the comaﬁﬁ authority would inform Subject of the purpose
of the referral, the reasons for it, and submit & written report to OMS
describing Subject's problematic behavior affecting his performance of duty,
with illustrative examples. Where it is not obviously impracticsal to do
80, a preliminary conference between supervisor and medical exsminer, at

the initlative of the supervisor should be required,
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